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Introduction 

In the non-hospital setting, the pediatric population age range is defined as children aged three (3) and at minimum 12 kilograms 
in weight to children aged twelve (12) and/or under 24 kilograms in weight. When determining suitability for the non-hospital 
setting, the anesthesiologist and surgeon in consultation with the medical director must consider the body size and ASA physical 
status classification of the child, in addition to their chronological age, to determine whether the non-hospital facility has the staff, 
equipment and supplies appropriate for the child. Having the facility resources to perform routine and emergency pediatric-
specific techniques for airway management, fluid administration, temperature regulation, vascular catheter insertion, 
cardiorespiratory monitoring, and pain management along with a perioperative team trained and experienced in pediatrics is 
important to the safety of this patient population. 

To be eligible for surgery in the non-hospital setting, the child must be at minimum three years of age, weigh at minimum 12 
kilograms and be an ASA 1 or II. Only non-hospital facilities that have been accredited for pediatric services may perform 
medical, surgical, dental or anesthesia procedures on children. 

Non-hospital facilities providing pediatric services to children that weigh less than 24 kilograms are required to have a dedicated 
pediatric emergency cart, in addition to a dedicated adult emergency cart. Non-hospital facilities providing pediatric services 
only to children that weigh at minimum 24 kilograms may stock their pediatric emergency supplies on a combined adult and 
pediatric emergency cart. Non-hospital facilities not required to have a dedicated pediatric emergency cart may choose to stock 
the required orange drawer, green drawer and other supplies where indicated within the guidance notes on a combined adult 
and pediatric emergency cart. 

Recognizing that a pediatric emergency is a universally feared event, non-hospital facilities are required to prepare every 
pediatric case as if there would be an emergency by ensuring the following is completed for each pediatric admission: 

¶ 3UN�JUV]L�Vm�wNVTUNL�LqlV_T�pUN�AL^VmmVa_�AmmNmm^N_p�pa�\_aw�pUN�iApVN_p¯m�AJpqA]�wNVTUp�mUaq]L�A�iNLVAplVJ�N^NlTN_Jy�
occur. 

¶ 3UN�JUV]L¯m�VLN_pVSVJApVa_�IA_L�Vm�^Al\NL�wVpU�pUN�JallNmia_LV_T�wNight-based Broselow colour (i.e. the band is marked 
with a large circle using a Sharpie in the corresponding Broselow colour). 

¶ 3UN�JUV]L¯m�wNVTUp�A_L�JallNmia_LV_T�lamN]aw�Ja]aql should be communicated to the perioperative team during the 
surgical safety checklist briefing. 
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No. Description 

PEM1.0 PEDIATRIC EMERGENCY CART 

PEM1.1 Emergency equipment required for a facility providing pediatric services is located on the emergency cart. 
Guidance: A dedicated pediatric emergency cart is required if the facility provides services to patients that weigh less than 24 
kilograms. Non-hospital facilities providing pediatric services only to children that weigh at minimum 24 kilograms are not 
required to have a dedicated pediatric emergency cart and may stock these items on a combined adult and pediatric 
emergency cart. Non-hospital facilities not required to have a dedicated pediatric emergency cart may choose to stock the 
required orange drawer, green drawer and other supplies where indicated within the guidance notes on a combined adult 
and pediatric emergency cart. 

PEM1.1.1 M Self-inflating bag-valve mask § pediatric size. 
Guidance: This item should be stored on the top of the cart and be contained in a clear plastic bag to protect it from 
contamination during storage. This item is not required if the non-hospital facility provides pediatric services only to 
children that weigh at minimum 24 kilograms. 

PEM1.1.2 M Self-inflating bag-valve mask § adult size. 
Guidance: This item should be stored on the top of the cart and be contained in a clear plastic bag to protect it from 
contamination during storage. This item is required on the dedicated pediatric emergency cart in addition to the adult 
emergency cart. Non-hospital facilities that provide services only to children that weigh at minimum 24 kilograms may 
stock this item on a combined adult and pediatric emergency cart. A total of one (1) is required on a combined cart. 

PEM1.1.3 M Defibrillator monitor suitable for pediatric patients with print-out capability. 
Guidance: The defibrillator m 
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PEM1.1.6 M Defibrillator pads § pediatric size. 
Guidance: A minimum of two (2) sets of pediatric size defibrillator gel pads are stocked on the cart for manual paddle 
defibrillation. The pads are within the manufacturer-labelled expiration date. If the defibrillator monitor is not equipped 
with manual paddles, then defibrillator gel pads are not required on the emergency cart. This item is not required if the 
non-hospital facility provides pediatric services only to children that weigh at minimum 24 kilograms. 

PEM1.1.7 M Defibrillator pads § adult size. 
Guidance: A minimum of two (2) sets of adult-size defibrillator gel pads are stocked on the cart for manual paddle 
defibrillation. The pads are within the manufacturer-labelled expiration date. If the defibrillator monitor is not equipped 
with manual paddles, then defibrillator gel pads are not required on the emergency cart. This item may be stocked on a 
combined adult and pediatric emergency cart. A total of two (2) sets of adult-size defibrillator gel pads are required on a 
combined cart. 

PEM1.1.8 M Lead II monitoring cable. 
Guidance: One ECG lead II monitoring cable that is compatible with the defibrillator monitor is stocked on the cart. Non-
hospital facilities that provide services only to children that weigh at minimum 24 kilograms may stock this item on a 
combined adult and pediatric emergency cart. A total of one (1) lead II monitoring cable is required on a combined cart. 

PEM1.1.9 M Electrodes § pediatric size. 
Guidance: A supply of pediatric ECG electrode patches is stocked on the cart. This item is not required if the non-hospital 
facility provides pediatric services only to children that weigh at minimum 24 kilograms. 

PEM1.1.10 M Electrodes § adult size. 
Guidance: A supply of adult ECG electrode patches is stocked on the cart. This item may be stocked on a combined adult 
and pediatric emergency cart. 

PEM1.1.11 M 
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PEM1.1.13 M CPR backboard. 
Guidance: This item is required on the dedicated pediatric emergency cart in addition to the adult emergency cart. Non-
hospital facilities that provide services only to children that weigh at minimum 24 kilograms may stock this item on a 
combined adult and pediatric emergency cart. A total of one (1) backboard is required on a combined cart. 

PEM1.1.14 M Clipboard with arrest forms and pen. 
Guidance: The arrest forms are triplicate copies so that the original is retained by the facility and two copies follow the 
patient; one for emergency health services personnel and the other for the receiving hospital. While the use of 
carbonless copy paper is preferred, inserting carbon paper between the original and each intended copy is also 
acceptable. This item is required on the dedicated pediatric emergency cart in addition to the adult emergency cart. 
Non-hospital facilities that provide services only to children that weigh at minimum 24 kilograms may stock this item on a 
combined adult and pediatric emergency cart. 

PEM1.1.15 M Stethoscope § pediatric size. 
Guidance: This item is not required if the non-hospital facility provides pediatric services only to children that weigh at 
minimum 24 kilograms. 

PEM1.1.16 M Stethoscope § adult size. 
Guidance: This item may be stocked on a combined adult and pediatric emergency cart. In addition, non-hospital 
facilities required to have a dedicated pediatric emergency cart that choose to stock the required orange drawer, green 
drawer and other supplies on a combined adult and pediatric emergency cart may stock the adult size stethoscope on 
the combined cart. 
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PEM1.4.1 M Face masks. 
Guidance: Face masks for bag-valve mask ventilation in a range of sizes appropriate to the patient population are 
stocked on the cart. Sizes vary between manufacturers and therefore are not specified. Non-hospital facilities providing 
pediatric services only to children that weigh at minimum 24 kilograms may stock face masks for bag-valve mask 
ventilation in a range of sizes appropriate to the patient population on a combined adult and pediatric emergency cart. 

PEM1.4.2 M Stylets 10 Fr. 
Guidance: At minimum, two (2) 10 Fr pediatric stylets are stocked in the airway equipment drawer. This item is not 
required if the non-hospital facility provides pediatric services only to children that weigh at minimum 24 kilograms. 

PEM1.4.3 M Stylets 14 Fr. 
Guidance: At minimum, two (2) 14 Fr adult stylets are stocked in the airway equipment drawer. This item is required on 
the dedicated pediatric emergency cart in addition to the adult emergency cart. Non-hospital facilities that provide 
services only to children that weigh at minimum 24 kilograms may stock this item on a combined adult and pediatric 
emergency cart. A total of two (2) 14 Fr stylets are required on a combined cart.

PEM1.4.3
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PEM1.4.17 M FONA emergency airway kit § pediatric size. 
Guidance: A “Front-Of-Neck-Access” emergency airway kit is stocked on the cart and contains the following supplies in 
two (2) separate kits: a scalpel bougie kit and a cannula cricothyroidotomy/tracheotomy kit or other local pediatric 
emergency airway device/adaptation as determined by the facility’s anesthesiology service. The scalpel bougie kit 
contains a scalpel, a Cook Forva Intubating Introducer 8 Fr 35 cm (yellow with coude tip, stiffening cannula removed) with 
rapi-
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PEM1.10.20 M Normal saline 10 mL single-dose vials. 
Guidance: At minimum, five (5) vials (10 mL) of non-bacteriostatic normal saline for the dilution of medication are stocked 
on the cart. Manufacturer pre-filled saline syringes (e.g. BD PosiFlush™) are not an appropriate substitute and are not to 
be used for the reconstitution or dilution of medication. This item is required on the dedicated pediatric emergency cart 
in addition to the adult emergency cart. Non-hospital facilities providing pediatric services only to children that weigh at 
minimum 24 kilograms may stock the normal saline single-dose vials on their combined adult and pediatric emergency 
cart. At minimum, a total of five (5) vials are stocked on the combined cart. 

PEM1.10.21 
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PEM1.11.8 M Pressure bag. 
Guidance: This item is required on the dedicated pediatric emergency cart in addition to the adult emergency cart. Non-
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Revision history 

Date Revisions 

March 16, 2023 ¶ PEM1.4.17 lNvVmNL�Sla^�¬�A__ap��_pqIApN���A__ap�%xyTN_ApN�\Vp�pa�¬�la_p-of-Neck-�JJNmm�
emergency kit. Cannula cricothyroidotomy/tracheotomy kit specifications removed. 
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