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POLICY 

Interdisciplinary Design Team 
Membership 

Purpose 

The Non-Hospital Medical and Surgical Facilities Accreditation Program (NHMSFAP) 
Committee is responsible for establishing accreditation standards, policies, rules, procedures 
and guidelines for non- hospital facilities and for ensuring facility compliance with its 
standards, policies, rules, procedures and guidelines and with the Bylaws. 

This policy addresses the requirements for establishing an interdisciplinary design team for 
any major renovations or new construction 

Policy 

Non-hospital facility design standards 

All major renovations and new construction are required to meet the edition of the Canadian 
Standards Association (CSA) Z8000 Canadian health care facilities standard in effect at the 
time of the proposed major renovations or new construction. 

CSA Z8000 is the overarching standard for health-care facility planning, design and 
construction. As the overarching standard, it references other applicable standards including 
but not limited to: heating, ventilation and air-conditioning (HVAC), electrical, and medical 
gas pipelines. 

Project planning and design process 

Project planning, design, construction and commissioning processes are the responsibility of 
the facility medical director. At the very start of the planning process, the facility medical 
director is required to inform the NHMSFAP Committee in writing of the intention to renovate 
an existing non-hospital facility or build a new non-hospital facility. 

An interdisciplinary design team (IDT) must be established for the project. This IDT is to be 
established from the very start of the planning process and remain in place until the facility 
has been granted provisional accreditation (new facilities) or approval to begin using the 
renovated space. 

The IDT should be of a size and makeup appropriate to the scope and size of the project. At a 
minimum, the IDT must be compromised of the following facility administrator and 
professional experts: 
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confirming conformance with the CSA health-care infrastructure standards (i.e. Z8000, HVAC, 
electrical). These 

letters are required to bear the registered professional’s seal and signature and provide the 
NHMSFAP with the assurance that the registered professionals have sufficient personal 
knowledge and involvement in the project/system/infrastructure to confirm conformance with 
the required CSA standard(s). 

Responsibility 

Role Responsibility 

Medical director ¶ Provide written notification to the NHMSFAP 
Committee of the intent to build a new facility or 
commence renovations for the purpose of modifying 
and/or upgrading the existing facility or new 
construction 

¶ Submit an application as directed 
¶ Establish an interdisciplinary design team (IDT) with, at 

minimum, the required core members 
¶ Submit blueprints/layout drawings for review 
¶ Ensure blueprints/layout drawings submitted for 

review have been signed off by all core members of 
the IDT confirming design conformance with CSA 
Z8000 

NHMSFAP staff ¶ Review submitted blueprints/layout drawings to verify 
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