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POSITION STATEMENT 

Clinical Research in Non-Hospital Facilities 

Purpose 

Position statements from the College provide background information and express or clarify 
pUN��a]]NTN¯m�V_pN_p�on a particular matter. They are intended as guidance for stakeholders in 
areas where events are evolving or changing rapidly, the implementation of processes and 
ilaJNLqlNm�^Ay�IN�ilN^ApqlN��al�Vp�Vm�pV^N]y�pa�Ja^^q_VJApN�pUN��a]]NTN¯m�IlaAL�V_pN_p�
before or as policies and procedures are developed. 

This document addresses clinical research in accredited non-hospital medical and surgical 
facilities. 

Background 

Clinical research is any study (trial) that involves the administration or testing of drugs, 
medical devices, medical imaging or diagnostic techniques, the taking of blood or other 
specimens, and/or the analysis of data obtained from physical interventions, medical records 
or clinical studies involving the linkage of data from existing databases. 

Clinical research in non-hospital facilities may only be conducted under a properly 
constituted clinical trial with research ethics board oversight. Before any research involving 
human participants and/or human biological materials commences at a non-hospital facility, a 
NHMSFAP Clinical Trial Application form must be submitted to the NHMSFAP Committee.   

Position 

The Non-Hospital Medical and Surgical Facilities Accreditation Program (NHMSFAP) 
Committee is responsible for establishing accreditation standards, policies, rules, procedures 
and guidelines for the NHMSFAP to ensure the delivery of high-quality and safe services in 
the facility and for determining the medical, surgical, dental and anesthesia procedures that 
are appropriate for the non-hospital setting. 

In accordance with section 5-17(2) of the Bylaws, a clinical trial may be conducted at a facility 
if: 

(a) The investigative procedure is conducted under a properly constituted clinical trial 
with ethical oversight. 

(b) There is no opportunity for the clinical trial to be conducted in an accredited hospital. 

(c) The NHMSFAP Committee has approved the procedure to be performed in the facility 
under the clinical trial. 
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