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Purpose 

Position statements from the College provide background information and express or clarify 
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Industrial devices have not been validated for use on humans. They have not undergone the 
validation process that medical grade devices undergo by the manufacturer, which includes 
instruction for the user on how to safely clean and disinfect/sterilize the device. Any cleaning 
or reprocessing steps taken by the health-care practitioner on a non-medical grade device 
are unvalidated (untested). This means that the materials were not specifically selected to 
tolerate cleaning and disinfection/sterilization between uses as is required of a medical grade 
device. Therefore, performing any cleaning and/or disinfection/sterilizations steps on these 
non-medical grade devices may contribute to the breakdown of the device and put the 
patient and the user at risk.  

There are guidelines and position statements published by both provincial and national 
interest groups such as Infection Prevention and Control (IPAC) Canada and the Provincial 
Infection Control Network of British Columbia (PICNet) that include the agreement that all 
reusable foot care devices must be considered reusable critical devices baski ~| N§^¯zis|qí« 
classification. This classification is used to determine how a device will be reprocessed, 
according to the perceived level of risk. A reusable critical device must be sterilized when 
used between patients due to the intentional or unintentional contact with blood, body fluids, 
or non-intact skin. These position statements also state that all foot care devices such as burrs 
and rotary handpieces must be medical grade (designed for use on humans). 

Position 

Based a comprehensive review that included national and provincial standards and 
q¯sikzs|k« ~| p~~® g^ªk ik´sgk«Ï ^« µkzz ^« {^|¯p^g®¯ªkªí« s|«®ª¯g®s~|« p~ª ¯«kÏ ®rk +~zzkqkí« 
directions on the use of toenail burrs and rotary sanding devices in community-based clinical 
offices are the foll
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https://ipac-canada.org/photos/custom/Members/pdf/19Jul_Position_Statement%20_ReprocessingCriticalFootCare_Revised.pdf
https://ipac-canada.org/photos/custom/Members/pdf/19Jul_Position_Statement%20_ReprocessingCriticalFootCare_Revised.pdf
https://ipac-canada.org/photos/custom/Members/pdf/19Jul_Position_Statement%20_ReprocessingCriticalFootCare_Revised.pdf
https://www.health.gov.bc.ca/library/17�Թ�ations/year/2011/Best-practice-guidelines-cleaning.pdf
https://www.health.gov.bc.ca/library/17�Թ�ations/year/2011/Best-practice-guidelines-cleaning.pdf
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Contact 

For further information, please contact the Physician Office Medical Device Reprocessing 
Program (POMDRA). 
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