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Introduction 

All dermatologists must routinely contribute to a patient’s medical record. 

The medical record is a powerful tool that allows a physician to track the patient's medical history and identify ongoing or 
recurrent problems or patterns. The primary purpose of a medical record is to enable physicians to provide quality health care to 
their patients. The quality of documentation should allow any clinician to review the chart and continue to provide care for a given 
patient. 
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No. Description Reference 

ADM 1.1.9 M The medical record contains all written communications received by you from other physicians and 
health-care providers relevant to the patient’s medical care. 
Examples: 

¶ consultation letters 

¶ records of visits to other clinics or emergency rooms 

¶ discharge summaries  

¶ reports of treatments by other health-care professionals 

2, 7 
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No. Description Reference 

ADM 1.3.7 M Family or other persons involvement in the consent process, where indicated, is documented. 
Guidance: The process of obtaining consent from a minor or persons with cognitive impairment/intellectual 
disability may need others to be present and involved in the consent discussion. 

3 

ADM 1.3.8 M Prescriptions are documented including date, dose, quantity and instructions and updated when 
indicated. 

1, 2 

ADM 1.3.9 M Medication monitoring is undertaken, as appropriate, and documented. 
Guidance: This applies to the medications prescribed by the consulting physician. Monitoring may include, 
but is not limited to, adverse effects, justification of use of medications, adherence, baseline and follow-up 
laboratory testing as appropriate to the condition and treatments. 

12 

ADM 1.3.10 M There is documentation of the reconsideration of diagnosis and treatment plan when there is inadequate 
response. 

1, 2 

ADM 1.3.11 M Ongoing goals for treatment and regularly noted progress related to these goals including, when 
possible, the endpoint for treatment, are documented. 

1, 2 

ADM 1.3.12 O SOAP-like format charting is recommended. 
Guidance: SOAP is the established format for problem-based record keeping. It enhances an 
understanding of the concerns and needs of the patient and improves communication among health care 
professionals. As not all specialist encounters may fit in a SOAP-like format, the format of the progress note 
is left to the discretion of the physician. Regardless of the charting format used, the content of ADM 1.3.1. 
to 1.3.11 must be documented in the encounter notes. 

1, 2, 3, 12 

ADM 1.3.13 M For virtual care encounters, ensure that the identities of all other participants involved in a virtual care 
encounter are disclosed to and approved by the patient, and documented in the patient record.  

10 

ADM 1.3.14 M For virtual care encounters, explain the appropriateness, limitations, and privacy risks related to virtual 
care to the patient in plain language during the initial virtual care visit, and document their consent. 

10 

ADM 1.4 Communication with patients and with referring physicians is a foundational component of patient-centred care. 
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