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How to use, maintain and test the sterilizer 

¶ How do we load the sterilizer? How do we perform the biological indicator (BI) tests? 
Where do we incubate them and how long do we incubate them?  Does the clinic 
have the manufacturer instructions for using these BI tests? Where do I find those 
instructions? 

¶ What information do we need to record for each sterilization load? (Reminder: The 
College MDRA initiative has sample sterilization load records available.) 

¶ How often do we do cleaning and maintenance on the sterilizer? Does the clinic have 
the manufacturer user manual for the sterilizer? Where is it located?  

¶ What chemical do we use to clean the sterilizer?  Where do we record that the 
sterilizer was cleaned or had maintenance done on it?  

Sterilization failure and recall  

¶ What do I do if the sterilizer fails, or the chemical indicators or BI tests fail, or we have 
wet packages at the end of a sterilization cycle? (Reminder: The College MDRA 
program has sample sterilization failure documents available.)  

General clinic cleaning  

¶ How often do we clean the reprocessing area? What disinfectant do we use? Where 
do we record that the cleaning was done?  

¶ How often do we clean the drawers and cupboards or containers we use for storing 
sterilized supplies? What disinfectant do we use for this cleaning? Where do we 
record that the cleaning was done? Do we have a checklist to record that cleaning was 
done? 


